
Mission Change 
Summer Experience 2013

Hello, 

My name is Tommy Johnson, and I am a current board member of Mission Change. I am also a 
youth minister with Westwood Church, a church of Christ. I wanted to share some more 
information with your group so that you know what to expect this summer. I am so excited that 
you and your group are coming! We love having groups from other parts of the country help us 
with our mission. Thank you for boldly pursuing God by coming and helping us in Albany, GA!

What is Mission Change? 

Mission Change is an organization that helps individuals who are facing homelessness, 
hopelessness, and/or hunger. We help these individuals through education, relationship, and by 
pulling the community together in order to raise awareness. We have monthly ‘missions’ where 
we enlist the community’s help to provide care. At this point, we work with many other non-
profits in town, helping connect our homeless or struggling neighbors find the next step. We try to 
help in as many areas as possible.

What will we be doing with Mission Change?

Just as we work with many different types of nonprofits, so will you! We will be volunteering, 
serving, and hanging out with many different types. 

Morning.

Every morning, we will wake 
up around 6am, and head 
over to the Salvation Army. 
Once we have arrived, we 
will help serve breakfast to 
the 60+ individuals that eat 
in the cafeteria. We will eat 
breakfast there as well. 
Throughout the week, we 
encourage our teams to eat 
with the individuals that 
come to eat at the Salvation 
Army. They will see these 
individuals through the day 
and the week. We believe 
that they will find something 
special about knowing these 
people.



After breakfast, we will head to our first work site. We have worked with many different groups 
such as Habitat for Humanity, Second Harvest (food bank), Council on the Aging (a place for 
elderly people to meet), and Graceway (a place for women who are recovering from addiction). 

At these work sites, we work for several hours. We make relationships with each other, and learn 
about the organization that we are helping. Usually, we are doing some sort of manual labor. Be 
sure that as a group you pack some clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty. 

At lunchtime, we either go back to our housing area and eat or we are provided with lunch. 

Afternoon.

Next we head over to the McIntosh community, where we play with the community kids. Every 
day we will have the opportunity to hang out with these kids, and generally this becomes the 
team’s favorite part of the week. We play kickball, throw the football, and if the group wants to do 
some version of their own Vacation Bible School--then they can do that too! 

Evening.

After this, we head 
back to the housing 
a r e a , a n d g e t 
cleaned up for our 
night activities. 

We eat dinner as a 
g r o u p , a n d 
experience different 
parts of Albany 
through food and 
fun. 

As we arrive back 
from the nightly 
activities, we play 
games and show 
our different areas 
of talent.  Last year, 
we had a talent 
show, played group 
games, and had 
group skit night. 

Groups are encouraged to have nightly devotionals and/or thoughts and questions as a group. The 
youth leader can organize this time, however if we would like for us to fill in with questions and 
thoughts--we are more than willing. It is important to debrief throughout the process in order to 
have an impact when the students return home.

The group winds down, and we have lights out around 10:30 - 11pm.



Our Hope.

At the end of the week, everyone will feel like they are connected to Albany in a different way. 
We hope that groups feel encouraged and hopeful about their own city, too. We want them to be 
asking, “What can we do when we get back?”

Seriously, this trip helped change my student’s perspective when it came to serving. They 
understood that volunteering and serving is not completed without people who are willing to step 
up, put the time in, and push through until they have finished the task.

We are praying for your group. We are going to ask that God puts your team together, and that 
you and your team of adult volunteers will be completely present with your students. 

Anymore questions about Mission Change and/or the Summer Experience, let me know at 
tgj04a@acu.edu or call me at 229-449-0920.

Through Jesus, we bear light,

Tommy Johnson
Youth Minister
Westwood Church
123 N. Westover Blvd. 
Albany, GA 31721
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